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the year past; and ist of January, begged a continuance of
them. Thus, for three Sundays, by reason of the in-
cumbent's death, here was neither praying nor preach-
ing, though there was a chapel in the house.

17th January, 1659. Our old vicar preached, taking
leave of the parish in a pathetical speech, to go to a
living in the city.

24th March, 1659. I went to London, to speak to the
patron, Alderman Cuttler, about presenting a fit pastor
for our destitute parish church.

5th April, 1659. Came the Earl of Northampton and
the famous painter, Mr. Wright, to visit me.

xoth April, 1659. One Mr. Littler, being now pre-
sented to the living of our parish, preached on John vi.
55, a sermon preparatory to the Holy Sacrament.

25th April, 1659. A wonderful and sudden change in
the face of the public; the new protector, Richard,
slighted; several pretenders and parties strive for the
government: all anarchy and confusion; Lord have mercy
on us!

5th May, 1659. I went to visit my brother in London;
and next day, to see a new opera, after the Italian way,
in recitative music and scenes, much inferior to the Ital-
ian composure and magnificence; but it was prodigious
that in a time of such public consternation such a vanity
should be kept up, or permitted. I, being engaged with
company, could not decently resist the going to see it,
though my heart smote me for it.

yth May, 1659. Came the Ambassador of Holland
and his lady to visit me, and stayed the whole afternoon.

i2th May, 1.659-. ..I returned the visit, discoursing much
of the revolutions, etc.

19th May, 1659. Came to dine with me my Lord Gallo-
way and his son, a Scotch Lord and learned: also my
brother and his lady, Lord Berkeley and his lady, Mrs.
Shirley, and the famous singer, Mrs. Knight,* and other
friends.

23d May, 1659. I went to Rookwood, and dined with
Sir William Hicks, where was a great feast and much
company. It is a melancholy old house, environed with
trees and rooks.

26th May,  1659.    Came  to   see  me  my   Lord  George

* Afterward on$ of Charles IL's mistresses.le, in Essex. Lay that night at Brentwood.
